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Abstract

Banditry has created sustained demand for timely, credible, and locally intelligible public communication in
north-western Nigeria. This study assessed the advocacy messages broadcast by Katsina State Radio Service and
Gold City FM, Gusau, and examined audience perceptions of those messages in Katsina and Zamfara States. A
descriptive comparative design combined quantitative content analysis of 240 radio items broadcast during a
six-month monitoring period with a cross-sectional survey of 420 adult listeners. Broadcast items were coded
for themes, frames, advocacy strategies, tone, and calls to action. Survey data were analyzed using frequencies,
means, standard deviations, and comparisons between the two state audiences. Security awareness and public
vigilance were the most common message purposes, while direct reporting guidance and peace building appeals
occurred less often. Audience respondents generally rated the messages as relevant and understandable, but
perceived credibility was lower where reports lacked clear sourcing or used alarm-oriented language. Listeners
in Katsina reported higher exposure, whereas respondents in Zamfara reported stronger perceived need for
reporting and cooperation messages. The study concludes that state-based radio can support security
communication when messages combine verified information, practical guidance, local-language accessibility,
and protection of affected communities from sensational presentation.

Keywords: banditry, broadcast media, radio advocacy, audience perception, security communication, Katsina,
Zamfara

Introduction

Banditry has become a persistent source of insecurity in north-western Nigeria, where kidnapping, cattle
rustling, attacks on settlements, extortion, and displacement have affected everyday mobility and rural
livelihoods. The problem is not reducible to one criminal motive or one category of actor because it develops
through the interaction of weak local protection, economic exclusion, arms circulation, poorly governed spaces,
and criminal opportunism (Okoli & Ugwu, 2020; Ojo et al., 2023; Adesina & Kehinde, 2026). Katsina and
Zamfara States occupy an important place in this security discussion because communities in both states have
experienced repeated threats to farming, schooling, transport, and local commerce.

Security crises create an information problem as well as a physical safety problem. Residents need information
about threats, safe conduct, public warnings, emergency contacts, and community responsibilities, while
authorities need channels through which verified information can reach audiences quickly. Radio remains
particularly relevant because it can reach listeners through inexpensive receivers, use Hausa and other locally
familiar forms of communication, and operate in settings where internet access, electricity, or literacy may
constrain other media channels (Danmaigoro et al., 2025; Emovwodo et al., 2024). Its value, however, depends
on the quality of the information carried and the relationship of trust between a station and its audience.
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Broadcast reporting and broadcast advocacy are related but distinct. Reporting primarily informs audiences
about events, whereas advocacy messages also encourage a public response, such as vigilance, reporting,
peaceful conduct, rejection of criminal collaboration, or cooperation with security institutions. A report may
therefore become an advocacy message when it links an account of banditry to practical guidance or a public
appeal. The distinction matters because a message can increase attention without improving understanding, and
it can generate fear without supporting safe action. Research on communication during insecurity consequently
needs to consider not only how often violence is reported but also how messages define the problem and the
conduct they invite audiences to adopt (Entman, 1993; Galtung, 2020; UNESCO, 2023).

Audience perception is central to this process. Listeners may regard a broadcast as credible when it is timely,
clearly sourced, consistent with their experience, and presented without unnecessary exaggeration. They may
regard it as useful when it provides information that can guide personal or community decisions. Perceptions of
clarity, relevance, credibility, and usefulness are therefore likely to shape whether exposure becomes awareness
or intended action. Studies of Nigerian community radio and peace building suggest that repeated, locally
intelligible programming can support public understanding and alternative responses to conflict, although the
effect depends on content, institutional trust, and local context (Emovwodo et al., 2024; UNESCO, 2022).

Despite the importance of broadcast communication during insecurity, evidence remains limited on the
relationship between the advocacy content of state-based radio stations and audience perceptions in Katsina and
Zamfara. Existing literature has often examined the causes and consequences of banditry, or has discussed
media communication in general terms, without combining systematic content analysis with an audience
assessment. The present study addresses that problem through a focused comparison of Katsina State Radio
Service and Gold City FM, Gusau. It asks what these stations communicate about banditry, how advocacy
messages are framed, and how listeners perceive their credibility, usefulness, and influence on awareness and
intended cooperation.

Objectives of the Study
The study had three objectives.

1. To examine the themes, frames, and advocacy strategies used in radio messages on banditry activities by
Katsina and Zamfara States.

2. To assess audience exposure to and perceptions of the credibility, clarity, relevance, and usefulness of radio
advocacy messages in Katsina and Zamfara States.

3. To examine audience perceptions of the influence of those messages on security awareness among listeners
and residents of Katsina and Zamfara states.

Research Questions

1. What are the themes, frames, and advocacy strategies used in radio messages on banditry activities by Katsina
and Zamfara States.

2. How are the audience exposed to radio advocacy framed messages in Katsina and Zamfara States.

3. What are the audience perceptions of the influence of broadcast framed messages on security awareness
among listeners and residents of Katsina and Zamfara states.

Literature Review

Banditry and Communication Needs in Northern Nigeria

Research on banditry in Nigeria describes a form of violence that is both criminal and socially embedded. Rural
banditry has been linked to kidnapping, village raids, highway attacks, cattle rustling, illicit mining, arms
movement, and governance deficits (Okoli & Ugwu, 2020; Ojo et al., 2023). More recent accounts also connect
the persistence of rural insecurity with socioeconomic exclusion, environmental pressure, local tensions, and the
limited capacity of institutions to protect remote communities (Adesina & Kehinde, 2026). These explanations
matter for communication because they affect the frames through which audiences interpret responsibility, risk,
and possible remedies.

The consequences of banditry extend beyond the immediate incident. Displacement interrupts farming and
schooling, insecurity restricts movement, and repeated attacks weaken confidence in public protection. Reports
from humanitarian and policy organizations show that insecurity in north-western Nigeria has produced large
protection needs and disrupted access to livelihoods and services (International Crisis Group, 2020; United
Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 2024). In this environment, a broadcast message is
not simply a description of an event. It may influence whether an audience understands a threat as imminent,
manageable, politically contested, or requiring collective action.
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Radio Advocacy and Security Communication

Radio is suited to public communication in settings where audiences are dispersed and local-language
communication is important. The medium can combine news, interviews, phone-in programmes, public-service
announcements, and discussion formats. These forms allow a station to move from event description to
explanation and then to advice. Research on Hausa programming and security communication in Katsina
identifies radio as a platform through which public awareness and community resilience may be addressed
(Danmaigoro et al., 2025). Evidence from community radio peace building also suggests that listeners can recall
and apply conflict-resolution messages when programming is regular and trusted (Emovwodo et al., 2024).

The advocacy value of radio should not be assumed from its reach alone. A station may have a broad audience
but still produce messages that are unclear, poorly sourced, politically partisan, or too focused on dramatic
incident details. Communication guidance for conflict-sensitive reporting stresses verification, protection of
vulnerable people, avoidance of incitement, and careful treatment of information that could expose communities
to further risk (UNESCO, 2023; International Committee of the Red Cross, 2022). These principles provide a
basis for examining both constructive advocacy and problematic presentation.

Framing and Audience Perception

Framing theory directs attention to the selection and salience of aspects of reality. In broadcast messages about
banditry, a station may emphasize the criminal act, the suffering of victims, the response of authorities, the
responsibility of communities, or the socioeconomic conditions associated with insecurity. Each frame makes
some interpretations more available than others. A security frame may encourage vigilance, while a
humanitarian frame may foreground displacement and assistance. A government-response frame may direct
attention to institutional performance. The analytical task is not to assume that one frame is always correct, but
to identify which elements are made prominent and what form of public response is invited.

Audience perception provides a necessary complement to content analysis. A frame identified by the researcher
may not be recalled by listeners, and a message intended as a warning may be experienced as sensational or
frightening. Perception therefore depends on the interaction between message features, prior experience, trust,
language, and the social context in which listening occurs. Studies of crisis communication show that credibility
is strengthened when information is transparent about its sources, distinguishes confirmed facts from claims,
and gives audiences practical guidance (World Health Organization, 2020; Reuters Institute, 2024).

Message Credibility, Usefulness, and Intended Behaviour

Credibility is commonly treated as a condition of persuasive communication. In security reporting, credibility
may depend on source identification, accuracy, consistency, timeliness, and the station's perceived
independence. Usefulness is related but distinct. An audience may believe a report but still find it unhelpful if it
gives no indication of what residents should do. Clarity and relevance similarly determine whether a message
can be understood and connected to local conditions.

The present study measures intended responses rather than observed behaviour. This distinction is important
because a listener may report an intention to share information or cooperate with authorities without later doing
so. The cross-sectional design cannot establish causal effects, but it can identify whether audiences perceive
radio messages as contributing to awareness and whether these perceptions are associated with stated reporting
or cooperation intentions. This approach is consistent with cautious communication research that separates
exposure, interpretation, attitude, intention, and action (Ajzen, 2020; Bandura, 2021).

Methodology

The study adopted a descriptive comparative design comprising quantitative content analysis of selected radio
broadcasts and a cross-sectional audience survey in Katsina and Zamfara States. The design was selected
because the first component described the messages produced by the two stations, while the second measured
listeners’ exposure and perceptions at one point in the study period. The design did not permit a causal test of
whether broadcasts changed behaviour.

The study focused on Katsina State Radio Service and Gold City FM, Gusau. These stations were selected
positively because they are state-based radio platforms serving audiences in the two study states and provide
news and public-affairs content relevant to security communication. A preliminary monitoring exercise was
used to identify programmes containing reports, discussions, interviews, announcements, or advocacy messages
about banditry. The study did not include NTA or any national network because the analytical focus was state-
based radio communication.
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The content sample comprised 240 radio items framed and broadcast during a six-month monitoring period,
with 120 items from each station. A broadcast item was defined as a complete news report, interview, talk-show
segment, phone-in contribution, public-service announcement, or special report dealing substantially with
banditry or its consequences. A coding sheet recorded station, date, programme type, duration, language, issue,
source, theme, frame, tone, advocacy strategy, prevention guidance, reporting guidance, cooperation appeal,
peace building content, and indicators of problematic presentation. Two trained coders independently coded
20% of the items. Agreement was assessed before the main analysis and reached a Cohen’s kappa of .84 across
the principal categories.

The survey population comprised adult radio listeners residing in selected communities within the service areas
of the two stations. Eligibility required residence in Katsina or Zamfara State, access to radio, and listening to at
least one of the selected stations during the study period. The survey sample contained 420 respondents, with
210 respondents drawn from each state. Within each state, respondents were recruited from urban and rural
communities to reflect differences in access and exposure. Perception items used a five-point response scale
from strongly disagree to strongly agree. Composite scores were calculated only after checking the internal
consistency of the relevant items. The coding sheet and questionnaire were reviewed by two researchers in
communication and peace studies, and a pilot test with 30 listeners was used to improve wording and response
nstructions.

Content data were summarized with frequencies, percentages, and station comparisons. Survey data were
summarized with frequencies, means, and standard deviations. Independent-samples comparisons were used to
examine state differences in perception scores. The analysis treated state as the principal comparison because
only one station was selected in each state. The study reported perceived influence and stated intention, not
actual behavioral change. Statistical significance was evaluated at the .05 level for the reported comparisons.

Results

The results are organized around the three research questions. The content analysis covers 240 radio items,
while the audience survey covers 420 respondents, divided equally between Katsina and Zamfara for the
comparative analysis.

Broadcast themes, frames, and advocacy strategies

Theme or strategy Katsina n (%) Zamfara n (%) Total n (%)
Security awareness 42 (35.0) 38 (31.7) 80 (33.3)
Incident reporting 27 (22.5) 25 (20.8) 52 (21.7)
Community vigilance 20 (16.7) 23 (19.2) 43 (17.9)
Peacebuilding and
dialogue 15 (12.5) 18 (15.0) 33 (13.8)
Government or agency 10 (8.3) 9(7.5) 19 (7.9)
response
Victim support and 6 (5.0) 7(5.8) 13 (5.4)

recovery

Security awareness was the most frequent theme in both stations, accounting for 33.3% of all coded items.
Incident reporting was the second most common theme, although it appeared less often than general awareness.
Zamfara broadcasts contained a slightly higher proportion of peacebuilding and community-vigilance content,
while Katsina broadcasts contained a slightly higher proportion of general security-awareness items.

Frame Katsina n (%) Zamfara n (%) Total n (%)
Security and prevention 51 (42.5) 47 (39.2) 98 (40.8)
Victim and humanitarian 24 (20.0) 29 (24.2) 53 (22.1)
Institutional response 20 (16.7) 17 (14.2) 37 (15.4)
Community responsibility 17 (14.2) 21 (17.5) 38 (15.8)
Fear or alarm orientation 8 (6.7) 6 (5.0) 14 (5.8)

The security and prevention frame was dominant. It was present in 40.8% of the items and was usually
associated with advice about vigilance, movement, or contact with authorities. The victim and humanitarian
frame was more common in Zamfara, where reports more often referred to displacement, loss of livelihood, or
community suffering. Fear or alarm orientation was the least frequent frame, but its presence was relevant to the
audience assessment of credibility and usefulness.
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Audience exposure and Perception

Measure Katsina n (%) Zamfara n (%) Total n (%)

Daily listening 91 (43.3) 78 (37.1) 169 (40.2)

Several times weekly 76 (36.2) 80 (38.1) 156 (37.1)

About weekly 29 (13.8) 35(16.7) 64 (15.2)

Less than weekly 14 (6.7) 17 (8.1) 31(7.4)

Perception scale Katsina M (SD) Zamfara M (SD) Total M (SD)

Credibility 3.61(0.74) 3.48 (0.81) 3.55(0.78)

Clarity 3.78 (0.68) 3.70 (0.72) 3.74 (0.70)
Relevance 3.92 (0.63) 3.88 (0.67) 3.90 (0.65)
Usefulness 3.66 (0.71) 3.59 (0.76) 3.63 (0.74)

Sensationalism, reverse

scored 3.21(0.88) 3.16 (0.91) 3.19 (0.90)

Respondents rated relevance highest, followed by clarity, usefulness, and credibility. The mean scores indicate
generally favourable perceptions, although credibility did not reach the level of relevance. The reverse-scored
sensationalism measure suggests that some respondents still perceived elements of alarm-oriented presentation.
The difference in the credibility means between the two state samples was small, while the difference in daily
listening was more visible.

Perceived Influence on Awareness and Intended Behaviour

QOutcome Katsina M (SD) Zamfara M (SD) Total M (SD)

Security awareness 3.88 (0.66) 3.94 (0.62) 3.91 (0.64)
Intention to report

o PO 3.42 (0.83) 3.61 (0.79) 3.52(0.81)
suspicious activity
Willingness to cooperate  3.47 (0.80) 3.65 (0.76) 3.56 (0.78)
Perceived peace building 5 39 ) g 3.58 (0.82) 3.49 (0.84)

contribution

Perceived influence was strongest for security awareness. Reporting intention, willingness to cooperate, and
perceived peacebuilding contribution received lower scores, although all remained above the scale midpoint.
Zamfara respondents reported higher mean scores on the three intended-response measures, while Katsina
respondents reported a slightly higher level of daily listening.

Comparison Mean difference t p

CI:edlblllty, Katsina 0.13 168 094

minus Zamfara

Security awareness,

Katsina minus Zamfara -0.06 -0.96 338
Reporting intention,

Katsina minus Zamfara -0.19 -2.38 018
Willingness to cooperate, 0.18 230 022

Katsina minus Zamfara

The comparisons showed no statistically significant state difference in perceived credibility or security
awareness. The Zamfara sample reported higher reporting intention and willingness to cooperate, and the
differences reached the .05 threshold. These results describe group differences in reported perceptions and
intentions; they do not establish that the broadcasts caused the differences.
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Figure 1. Distribution of broadcast advocacy themes.
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Figure 3. Perceived influence and intended responses.
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Discussion

RQ1: What are the themes, frames, and advocacy strategies used in radio messages on banditry activities
by Katsina and Zamfara States.

The first research question examined the themes, frames, and strategies used by the two stations. Security
awareness and prevention formed the dominant content pattern, which is consistent with the need for immediate
public information in communities exposed to insecurity. The prominence of awareness messages suggests that
the stations performed an informational and mobilizing role rather than limiting their coverage to event
narration. At the same time, the smaller proportion of direct reporting guidance indicates that audiences may
receive general warnings without equally clear instructions about how to communicate credible information
safely.

The greater presence of victim and humanitarian framing in Zamfara content is understandable in a setting
where repeated attacks and displacement have shaped community experience. Such framing can make the
human cost of insecurity visible and can support public concern for affected households. It also carries risks if
victims are presented without protection or if repeated descriptions of violence turn suffering into a source of
audience shock. The limited but identifiable presence of fear-oriented content therefore deserves editorial
attention even though it did not dominate the sample.

RQ2: How are the audience exposed to radio advocacy framed messages in Katsina and Zamfara States.
The second research question concerned audience exposure and perception. Relevance received the highest
rating, indicating that listeners regarded banditry-related messages as connected to their daily concerns. Clarity
also received a favourable assessment, which is consistent with the value of locally accessible radio
communication. Credibility was lower than relevance, suggesting that audiences may consider a subject
important without fully accepting every report as reliable. This distinction supports the literature on crisis
communication, which links trust to sourcing, verification, transparency, and the separation of confirmed
information from allegation (World Health Organization, 2020; Reuters Institute, 2024).

RQ3: What are the audience perceptions of the influence of broadcast framed messages on security
awareness among listeners and residents of Katsina and Zamfara states.

The third research question examined perceived influence on awareness and intended responses. Awareness
recorded the highest score, while reporting intention and willingness to cooperate were lower. This pattern is
plausible because knowing about a threat is less demanding than taking action that may carry personal or social
risk. Reporting may also depend on confidence in confidentiality, institutional responsiveness, and protection
from retaliation. Radio advocacy can therefore support awareness without automatically producing reporting
behaviour. The findings reinforce the need for messages that provide safe, specific, and realistic guidance rather
than general appeals alone.

The higher reporting and cooperation scores in the Zamfara sample should be interpreted cautiously. They may
reflect differences in recent experience of insecurity, perceived need, trust in particular programmes, or the
composition of the sampled communities. Because the study is cross-sectional and uses self-reported
perceptions, it cannot determine whether exposure to the broadcasts produced these differences. The result does,
however, justify closer investigation of how local experiences shape the interpretation of security messages.
From a framing perspective, the findings show that radio messages presented banditry through several
competing but related frames. The prevention frame defined the issue as requiring vigilance, the humanitarian
frame defined it through suffering and displacement, and the institutional frame directed attention to government
or security response. A balanced communication strategy may need to combine these frames. Prevention
without empathy can appear insensitive, while humanitarian reporting without practical guidance can leave
listeners informed about suffering but uncertain about safe action.

The findings have practical implications for both stations. Katsina State Radio Service and Gold City FM,
Gusau, can improve advocacy by identifying sources, distinguishing confirmed information from developing
reports, using local-language explanations, and providing clear guidance on where and how to report threats.
Programme producers should avoid publishing details that could expose victims, informants, or communities to
additional risk. Phone-in programmes should also be moderated carefully because unverified claims can
circulate quickly when audiences interpret live discussion as confirmation.

The study contributes to research on media and insecurity by bringing message characteristics and audience
perceptions into the same empirical design. Its contribution is bounded. It does not show that radio reduced
banditry, changed actual behaviour, or improved security outcomes. It shows how the sampled broadcasts were
structured and how sampled listeners evaluated them. Future research can extend the design through
longitudinal monitoring, audience panels, interviews with producers, and direct observation of reporting or
community-response practices.
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Conclusion

This study assessed radio advocacy messages on banditry and audience perceptions in Katsina and Zamfara
States. Using Katsina State Radio Service and Gold City FM, Gusau, it found that security awareness and
prevention were the dominant message purposes, while direct reporting and peacebuilding appeals were less
frequent. Listeners generally regarded the broadcasts as relevant, clear, and useful, but credibility remained
weaker than relevance. Perceived influence was strongest for awareness and lower for reporting intention and
cooperation. The findings support a radio strategy that combines verified information, local accessibility,
practical guidance, and conflict-sensitive treatment of affected communities. They also show why claims about
media influence should remain proportional to the evidence. State-based radio can support public security
communication, but its contribution depends on editorial credibility and on the institutional conditions that make
safe reporting possible.

Recommendations

1. The findings support three practical recommendations. First, Katsina State Radio Service and Gold City FM,
Gusau, should maintain regular security-awareness programming while pairing general warnings with clear,
verified, and locally relevant guidance on safe reporting. This responds to the first objective, which identified
awareness and prevention as the dominant message purposes.

2. Second, station editors and programme presenters should strengthen source identification, distinguish
confirmed reports from developing information, and reduce alarm-oriented presentation. This recommendation
follows the audience finding that relevance and clarity were rated more favourably than credibility.

3. The broadcasters and security agencies should establish safer public-information pathways that explain how
listeners can report suspicious activity without exposing informants or affected communities to avoidable risk.
This responds to the third objective because reporting intention and willingness to cooperate received lower
scores than general security awareness.
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